! I \his is a zine. 


It might be distributed mostly as a PDF, but it's designed and realized as a fully-physical zine, 
from start to finish, using Scribus. Even if it distributed as a PDF, it is not a webzine. 
Webzines are websites, with each interview, review, article and column published separately. 
In this zine, they are bound together with a common denominator. Be aware of the 
distinction. This zine is created with a physical mindset, with each page being connected to 
each other, and the page count can be divided by two; yes, usually a page count has to be 
divided by four, but since you can print individual pages by your own, division by two works 
here. 


This zine is free. It means you can download it for free and print it for your own reading 
(dis)pleasure. It's laid out in A4 format and it's in black and white, so printing the zine should 
be easy enough. You can also skip the printing and read it thru your device, be it a computer 
or a phone. You can even zoom in if you feel the font size isn't large enough. You can also 
save paper and ink. Imagine the benefits! 


If you somehow have paid for this, be sure you just paid for the necessary printing costs only. 
The goal is not to make profit, not for me or anyone else either. Latter is what we call ripping 
off. 


Why this exists in this form? The reasons are economical and environmental, but mostly 
personal and financial; I'm too lazy to properly distribute the zine, since I don't live in the 
Finnish underground hotspot (although still in the center of it) and I don't visit shows that 
often. And even when I get to somewhere, I usually forget either to bring the merchandise 
along with me or I forget to take them out of the bag. In fact, I hate selling zines. I also hate 
keeping them in the closet and paying for it. I don't want to sound like a drag, but that's how it 
is. 


You know what's drag? To dictate what a zine is, and especially what it's not. To define what 
is real and what is not, and force it down other people's throats. All this while living in a 
world, where practically everyone has their own means of doing their own thing, using the 
methods they feel natural. That kind of a mindset is a drag and just something that a poser 
would possess. 


Don't be a poser. Death to posers. 


Contact: tawastian.tower@gmail.com. 


FORCE OF HABIT 


"Trom thy past comes thy storms” 
A/ NOVEMBER 2023 


\ , J elcome to middle-ages. Personal middle-ages, 
of course. 


This is the first editorial I have written since early 2018 
or something like that. Since then the kids have 
happened, I have succumbed to other aspects of 
consuming my scarce spare time (mainly video games), 
I've lost interest to some aspects hardcore/metal/extreme 
underground and gained interest for the others, I've 
sworn the oath of straight edge, the world is still going to 
hell (news at eleven) and I think I've gained enough 
distance to my previous efforts . You know, the regular 
stuff, nothing really new to see here. Plus, my back hurts. 


As I'm writing this I have decided to give another shot at 
zine-making, but from completely different perspective. 
Ajatuksen Valo, Abhorrent Visions and Nurja Keha all 
became more or less burdens to craft in terms of quality, 
expenses (I always hated selling the zine) and the sheer 
size of those things. The point is to put "fun” and ”fan” to 
fanzine and to get rid of perfection. If it's not fun, then 
we might not even witness a second issue of this piece of 
shit that hasn't been even baptized yet. Or even this one. 
Right now I haven't even decided who to interview here 
and how many pieces of paper will be sacrificed to make 
it happen (maximum of 8 pages!). Let's see where it goes 
from here. No promises given. And don't expect much 
from this zine, since this one is a sideproject of a 36-year 
old dude with an office job, kids and a number of other 
responsibilities. This is the shape of punk has became. 


Finally, I'd like to greet a couple of individuals for 
inspiration; Gabriel for keeping the pamphlet madness 
going on with Nihilistic Holocaust, Niko for producing 
something that made me slowly thinking of making a new 
(extreme metal oriented) zine, Mikko for forcing me to 
dig thru my zine archives to get him some of Downsided 
and other zines to borrow, and the other Mikko for the 
final push for me to make a new zine and making it free 
to distribute (It's not that I didn't know that it was 
possible to produce a free zine, but to remind of the fact 
that I used to do them too). 


Yours truly, 


October 2023. 
E ditorial #2, back to the drawing board. 


That first editorial certainly aged fast. While a vast 
majority of it still holds true, some of it does not. I 
decided to keep it here, to give you an idea of the humble 
beginnings of this zine that was ultimately baptized as 
SPECTRUM OF CIRCLES. Vetava nimi, vai mita? 


That f'irst editorial was written and even finished before 
there was a single line of the actual content written. It 


was primarily 
for my myself, to add at 
least some kind of basis for the weeks to 
come. I recall being thrilled when I wrote it, although I 
did change almost everything in the end. Luckily, the sore 
back was one of them that didn't get farther than that. 
This is how plans change and how zinemaking actually 
works. Belive me, I've been there. 


There's usually two characteristics in editorials of a 
fanzine. The first is to tell the reader that zinemaking was 
just a giant shitmill you had to go thru in order to craft a 
zine, which you now see as shit. The second is the fact 
it's done as a last stepping stone before the final product 
is going to be printed. In this case, the first editorial I 
wrote in October lacks both of those. This second is one 
of the final things I needed to finish with this issue. But 
damn, se this zine was fun. There might be 
something in here that I'd do otherwise even now, but 
you got to let it go, in order to go forward. Speaking of 
which, the second issue is already in the works. 


This is a music-focused fanzine; nothing more, nothing 
less. It might sound dumb as fuck, but the aim of this zine 
is to be focused solely on music, or at least it's the ground 
zero. However, I might need to stress out that it still 
doesn't make this zine dumb, apolitical or ignorant. But in 
this age of constant bad news it's better to focus on 
something else, at least for short while, instead of 
wallowing in misery all the time. That's actually prett 
hard to do these times, especially if you happen to wor 
in a field where some of the worst aspects of life are 
ever-present. But you got to try. 


Well, I guess this is it. The first issue of Spectrum of 


Circles. It's a trial/demo issue, but you got to start from 
somewhere. Right? 


-J 
November 2023 


edes was not the first band I considered to be 

featured on this zine/newsletter, but they were 
the first to finish with their interview. While I first 
listened to their first Odious Imprecation EP/demo 
on their Bandcamp page the first two things I 
thought were "fuck man this is good” and "fuck man 
I need to make an interview with them”.* 


The band members have played in bands before, and 
they are easy enough to find out without me needing 
to feast upon them. The most important thing to 
figure out here is that their blend of death metal has 
plenty of early 90s vibe to it but enough complexity 
and originality to stand out, so it's not about the 
baby's first HM2 worship kind of thing. You know, 
not that far from Morbid Angel, Atheist and the likes. 
So, what's it all about then and what they're up to? 
Let's find out or something. November 2023. 


So, what entity is this Aedes? What is it's physical 
form? When it was conceived, by whom and under 
what circumstances? 


Aedes swarm consists of Antti and Juha-Matti on guitar, 
Atte on bass, Riku on vocals and me, Marten on drums. 
Our story began in 2019 when we were celebrating our 
(Marten and Antti) mutual friend Esa’s birthday. We knew 
each other from playing shows together with Foreseen 
and Forced Kill in which Esa and Antti played in and we 
soon came to realize that we needed to start a band 
together. I think we had our first practice later that year 
but we started writing our own songs in early 2020. Of 
course the start was pretty slow during the first year of 


1 jthe pandemic but we already had in mind what we 


wanted to do. In early 2021 Juha-Matti joined and we 
started to gain reasonable structures on our songs. During 


Hthe years ’21 and ’22 my other bands started playing 


shows and touring again so I had to focus on that aspect 
also. And finally early 2023 we did something I’ve never 


jdone before, put up an ad on social media that we’re 


looking for a vocalist and a bassist. That’s how we found 
Riku and Atte. We played some covers together during 
the spring and moved on quickly to our own songs and 
here we are. A long process but worth it! 


What are the primary influences of Aedes? 


We garner influences from all sorts of places. Of course 
there are the obvious ones like (death) metal bands old 
and new. Other than that we draw inspiration from books, 
comics, video games, the cosmos and other music genres. 


Was there a musical void you wanted to fill, or is it 
just about playing death metal? You have been 
involved in a large number of bands I'm not going to 
even list here, with a broad variety in musical styles. 
I don't think there's not much death metal in there, 
though. 


Speaking on my behalf, I definitely had a void in my life. 
Before the incident mentioned above, I was thinking 
about forming a death metal band for quite some time. 
My other bands have lots of metal influences and double 
bass parts etc. but for example I’ve never played blast 
beats in a band before this project. 


Of course you process everything you have ever 
consumed from the death metal buffet, but this "new 
wave of Finnish death metal” that will be referred to 
a bit later in this interview hosts quite many bands, 
but they have a variety amongst them. I think there's 
a complete lack of copycat bands; I can't recall 
seeing any bands mimicking a certain sound or even 
certain bands by collecting certain guitar effect 
pedals and crafting their songs to match their idols 
1:1. Aedes seems to have chosen a somewhat 
different route than some other new bands. It could 


be described as cosmic and even technical, but it's 
still riff-oriented. Was this deliberate move or 
natural? You could have chosen the primitive 
caveman approach as well. 


The style we chose was indeed deliberate. You have a 
pretty good aim with your description there. We're 
careful of not going too technical but we also want to 
push our limits. All of our members definitely enjoy good 
riffs so that’s the driving force before everything else. You 
could say we kind of went for the more sophisticated 
approach but there are definitely moments where our IQ 
drops to the level of an amoeba or such. When I was 
younger I was definitely attracted by things more 
primitive and we also experimented that with my 
previous and current bands. Now with all the tools and 
experience I myself want to explore the musical fields 
that are yet unconquered by us. 


How about the lyrics? It seems that many of you are 
involved also in that process. 


Previously I’ve only provided some aid with the lyrics, 
mostly rhythmically. But I found that in this band I had 
some more ideas, maybe because of the musical void 
mentioned earlier. But yes Riku, Juha-Matti and myself 
provided the lyrics and we also parsed them together. 


As a whole, to me Odious Imprecation seems like 
something that's been carefully sculpted, from start 
to finish. This might sound ambitious, in a lack of a 
better word. 


We were really specific about what kind of entity we 
wanted to publish. Mainly because of two things: the 
quality of death metal bands nowadays and because we’ve 
developed standards over the years of playing different 
styles of music. Finland currently has very talented young 
death metal bands and of course we want to be a relevant 
answer to that too. Even though it took us over three 
years to have a demo out it was still driven by ambition. 
And I’m sure ambition was driving all these awesome 
youngster bands as well! 


There's been an ongoing surge in the number of new 
Finnish death metal bands lately. You certainly are 
not new faces in the street, as opposed to eg. 
Azatoth, Cryptic Hatred, Gorekaust and such bands 
with relatively young band members. It seems 
there's a lot of fresh new blood over there. Do you 
see yourselves as a part of this 
*movement”/scene/continuity? 


Yes and no. Age of course is one factor but putting that 
aside I see myself as one of them. I always try to check 
new bands and what’s going on inside the movement. 
Because I have a lot of gigs myself I rarely get the 
opportunity to see them live. I think we have a good thing 
going on here and would like to be a part of it by playing 
together and supporting one another. 


Speaking of the scene, there was recently a kind of 
ruckus in the death metal realm, regarding the 
garderobe of Tomb Mold band members in the cover 
of the Decibel magazine. Apart from some select few 
instances, at least I think death metal was never 
about showing off, kind of complete opposite of it. 
What do you think? 


Well this is one of the things that's wrong with “scenes”. 
Punk, rock, metal and every musical sector share this 
weird trait of checking out if someone is wearing 
something out of the ordinary. I wouldn't like to 
generalize but there are always these scene warriors who 
are threatened by someone's confidence. As long as it’s 
not something offensive then what’s the big deal? Chuck 


used to wear those cute kitty cat t-shirts on interviews, 
Trey had a Macross t-shirt on Where The Slime Live 
music video and | don’t see people listening less of their 
Imusic because of that. The new Tomb Mold record was 
good and that Resident Evil 2 -shirt looked awesome on 
their photo. I will rock my Final Fantasy VII shirt a lot 
more often now. 


Are you nerds? 


Quite many death metal bands have released new 
albums this year, eg. Cannibal Corpse, Autopsy. 
Have you listened to any of them? Are you still 
following these bands? 


Of course we follow the bands that inspired us and we 
grew up with. The thing with older bands is that they 
lhave decades of habits embedded in their music so you're 
less likely to be surprised with their latest release. 
(Cannibal Corpse’s and Autopsy’s releases sounded like I 
expected. Good but not surprising. 


As I'm writing these questions, Ps have just 
released Odious Imprecation. I loved it, but are you 
happy with it? 


For sure we are. The process of finally getting the demo 
released was a pretty long one but I’m very satisfied with 
the result. 


ou have announced a plan to print cassettes. Why 
Ihave you chosen that format? It seems a majority of 
death metal releases are made on cassettes these 
days, as opposed to Cds (let alone vinyl). 


I think tape form suits demo releases with the overall vibe 

and all. I’ve also always believed that self made first 

releases give you good insight on how you want to evolve 

las a band and what format options you want to consider 

in the future. Since we also recorded the demo by 

atin the cassette format serves the DIY aspect the 
est. 


How important you think the physical medium is as 
lof 2023? After all, almost all of the music is published 
digitally these days, your EP included. Some releases 
lare never printed in physical format, or there's just a 
limited number of them in existence (this zine 
included), and not every person is after these relics 
ito even begin with. 


The idea of leaving a piece of physical history behind has 
always intrigued me. Nowadays everything will eventually 
find its way to the digital world and physical copies are 
less relevant. I’ve always drawn inspiration from all these 
imposing LP covers like Klaus Schulze’s Timewind and 
ean-Michel Jarre’s Oxygene. Physical releases tend to 
serve even more artistic views for the consumer with the 
artwork and everything in your hands. It indicates the 
amount of work put into the whole process of music 
making. I hope to inspire others the same way with my 
band’s releases. 


hat happens next when Aedes is involved? 


INext steps are playing shows and writing new disgusting 
and disturbing sonic torture. 


Do you have anything else to add? Thank you! 


Thank you for the questions! Make music that sounds like 
war and not actual wars! 


PE oe 


tsesaastutus is a Finnish crust/death/grind/sludge 

band. They've been around for a long time, but I 
haven't seen them interviewed, or at least I don't 
/remember that being done often. Not that they are 
‘even 120 % active in Itsesaastustus related matters 
themselves; they have released a couple of Eps and 
they've been featured on a few compilations, which 
is not much considering the years they've been in 


existence. At least they are seen playing live every |_ 


| now and then! 


To honor them, I made the same decision they have 
done with their Bandcamp page. Yes, they have this 
same image of this guy taking care of his personal 
hygiene, and it's even referred to in the interview! 
». November 2023. 


Hey guys! Can you give us a brief history lesson of 
your band? Who are involved? When and why things 
started happening? 


So it’s me Tomppa bass & vox, Anttu gtr and Alpo drums. 
Me and Anttu wanted to play crust like Extreme Noise 
Terror and Doom somewhere in 2009 and Alpo came in 
to the band in 2012, which is like the real start to the 
band. 


Your lineup has been consistent throughout the 


years. Is there a brotherhood of sorts bonding you | 


together? Could Itsesaastutus exists if one you 
decides not to continue with the band anymore? 


We are good friends but we don’t see each other very 
often, only when we have a bandpractice or something to 
‘do with the band. I think if one of us wanted to leave the 


| band, it would be the end of Itsesaastutus. 


I also reckon you need to be somewhat laidback 
when it comes to Itsesaastutus, considering you have 
released only a couple of Eps and had a handful of 


‘compilation appearances. No real need to do 
anything just because something needs to be done. 


There’s too little time and somethings you just can’t force 
‘to happen. 


How would you actually describe the music you 
+ make? In case you call it music, that is. There’s a fair 
amount of grind, sludge and crust in there. What has 
influenced you? 


| Anything extreme inspire us, but I think mostly 90s 

| sludge, grind and death metal are the biggest influences. I 

(have started to call our style doomgrind just because its 

sounds cool and it describes our music quite well. 

4 

| What do you think of genre, labels or categorization? 
ave you found it problematic? 


We don’t think about these things, we just do what we do. 


How do you think you have progressed or changed 
during the years? 


Absolutely we are, we started as a very simple crust band 
and now we are not so crust band, hehe! 


P you see importance in change, or progression? 


In right amounts yes but in this kind of music too much 
is y 
progression can easily fuck everything up. 


I already referred to your _ relatively 
discography when it is compared to years the band 
has existed. Is it just about preferring quality over 
quantity, or is it the “classic” time constraints that 
have affected? 


1 think we are just lazy and slow, and it’s sometimes 
difficult to find the time to make something. Two of us 


short | q 


So 


has a family and we have jobs and this so called adult life 
what keeps us away from doing our music. 


You have worked as a trio the entirety of your 
“career”. What are the pros in that arrangement, and 
conversely, the cons? 


We've had two different bass players in the band so we 
used to be a four member band around 10 years ago. 
When I started to play the bass everything just clicked. 
And of course its easier to get thre guys in our rehearsal 
space rather than four. 


pe. always existed, but has never really been fronting | 
r- ‘m'any scenes. Do you see yourselves as a part of one, or | 
ae S| do you think it’s important? I even think I first = 
caught a glimpse of Itsesaastutus thru metallic | 
fam, hardcore scene, not your regular crust scene (if a 
ra such thing exists in Finland). The underground 


music thing is small in Finland, that’s for sure. 


The only times that I had the feeling that we were in 
* some scene was when we were asked to participate in the 
Wasteland Finland and Land of Sodomites compilations. 
(Wasteland Finland was released by Sewer Prison and 


, » Penny Whistles and Moon Pies labels, while Land of 
Sodomites was published thru Iron Corpse. Both were 
‘released in 2021 in limited edition cassettes. -Ed.) And 


hardcore thing is that we are good friends with the now- 
buried You Can’t Keep Me Down so it was natural to play 
with those guys. We have played with gigs with a big 
variety of different kind of bands including stoner, 
skatepunk and hiphop. I like more of those gigs where 
there are four completely different bands than like four 
hardcore or death metal bands. 


Lohja. I always got the impression you were from 
Lohja, although in your Bandcamp/Metal 
Archives/whatever pages you seem to claim you are 
located in Helsinki. Anyway, how you'd describe 
Lohja to a person who has never visited the place? 
All the lohjans I know have relocated to some other 
cities, mainly Helsinki. 


Lohja can be very nice but it can be quite the opposite as 
well like every town. Lohja state of mind is the kind that 
you are always waiting for the rain. And yeah me and 
Alpo are born and raised in Lohja. Anttu is from Pohja, a 
small village near Karjaa and not too far away from Lohja, 


= but he has lived in Lohja too. The first ever "practice" was | 


played in lohja with the kind help of Aleksi and Tomi 


i . {rom YCKMD. This was in 2009 and we didn’t even have 
— a name then. We were all living in Helsinki when we 
™ started to play with this lineup. The only change is that 
fa Anttu lives in Espoo nowadays. 
¥ 


How about the music scene in Lohja? I’m not talking 
only about Lohja Power/Sami Hynninen scene, but 
there’s been always a nice share of underground 

F music emerging from Lohja, pretty much everything 
between hardcore and post-punk and beyond, even 
recently. 


Lohja has always had good bands. Like 3rd Trip (space 

stoner or something like that), Maria (gloomy gothrock), 

You Cant Keep Me Down (Hardcore), Vassykat (punk), 
and of course the mighty Vihaliha (grindustrial madness). 


Your social media presence might be as active as 
your band is when it comes to publishing new 
releases or playing shows, but it has created an 
|”image” of a somewhat laidback or even a fun band. 
Damn, I just used the word ”image” here... but I got 

- the impression that while you just don’t do 
..~» Itsesaastutus for just shits and giggles (!!!), you still 
| have the light-hearted aspect in it. I mean, you even 


>For me, Itsesaastutus has always been a band that’s he 


Cum Stench Suicide 


Joh. the nena 


have a pic of this classic bidet commercial as your 
Bandcamp page background. 


I think we are just basic slackers (exept Alpo who is just 
etal as fuck) but we are fun loving guys and don't like to 
ake ourselves too seriously. 


aa 
Has this “light-heartedness” brought you any trouble 
over the years? The band name itself refers to 
masturbation. 


I think it has in a way that some people think we are a 
joke band and they don’t take us seriously. But yeah its 
their loss I guess. And for me the name Itsesaastutus is 
also any substance and alcohol abuse so it’s just not 
masturbation but everything ungodly and destructive 
behaviour what we enjoy to do. 


So far, what has been the most uplifting experience 
Itsesaastutus has encountered? And in contrast, what 
is the low point? 


This is hard one but i think the most uplifting thing or f Fie: 
things are just like this interview and compilations, its |} 
nice to get noticed. We don’t have any serious low points, |} | 
couple of gigs to empty places and one gig in 
Rauhanasema where everything just went broken one by 
one, but we managed to play like a decent 8-minute gig. 


, What is the most pleasant vomiting experience you 
Bone: been thru? And how about the most agonizing F 
one? ’ 


Vomiting is always such a fun activity to do, so it’s hard 

tell the very most pleasant. But the agonizing one is when 

I was drinking some homemade wine and I woke up 
under a bridge next to burning shopping cart and I have | § 
been breathing the smoke and the fumes like few hours, 

the nausea was very intense and I tried to vomit the pain 

to go away but it didn’t. Probably the worst hangover that 
I’ve ever had. 


i you have anything brewing on? ie ae 


Yeah we actually do, we are making songs (slowly) and 
planning to do an album or something. 


Do you have anything else to say? 


Hey everyone there organizing gigs feel free to contact 
especially outside of southern Finland! Cheers to 
Poke/Gate of Deliria and all the bands who has played 
with us! And thanks for the interview! 


https://itsesaastutus.bandcamp.com 


KOVA COTVUS 


flurka — Tadhtitornimaki 


\ A / hen I first saw Kova Totuus performing live in 
2021, I could stress out it really was a 
performance. Since I never check out new bands 
beforehand if I'm going to see them live, I could 
really say that Kova Totuus' really cone me off 
[<i guard and they left everyone else who didn't know 
war) that expect equally puzzled. Their take on hardcore 
t,. “= . punk was twisted and experimental in a manner you jgajEemeli: Me and Jimmy write the songs and Jimmy's 
Fi «-‘ thought if they didn't exactly know what they were ™definitely had a more unorthodox approach to playing _. 
ie Ste" = — trying to do or if it was fucked up on purpose, with “from the beginning, maybe he can shine some light on it ' 
oe . 4. their larger-than-life frontman being charming and | gasince I gotta say I was so mesmerized about all my new 


band Misericorde was hibernating, so I just 
messaged him and was hired right away. 


Kova Totuus is hardcore and hardcore only, but 
=something tells me that it's not certainly the only 
_sthing that has affected the sound of Kova Totuus. 


l et .~. intimidating at the same time. While it was obvious JMinfluences that all I had going on in my head for this band 
at _~¢ " . that they knew exactly what they were doing, I jfwas HARDCORE. 
7 foer +. 2 didn't know what to think first. 
Men immy: I just think that the Finnish scene already has the ." 
a "| 4, «7 Over time they became of one my favorite hardcore * modern and more "basic" hardcore style well represented 
.! +, - bands currently operating in Finland, mainly’ ‘so | just want to bring something different to the table. I 
: a “| because of the aforementioned reasons. Since 2021 , am usually writing KT songs after listening to something 
ae they have released two Eps, cementing their sound that is not hardcore, and bringing influence from all over - 
; A and structure, but still keeping the element of Fupthe place. For example, I wrote "LIHAN HEIKKOUS" 
—"——~ surprise in their live shows. If you want to describe *' after trying to replicate a Melvins riff, and as you can hear 
[ ars | * what they sound like, you could start from Black %.'I did a bad job on that, haha. 
h* -. _ Flag's experimental phase and see what they } 
answered to my questions below. November 2023. “As I said, there's no doubt if Kova Totuus is a 
i 1 E ‘ ‘hardcore band or not, but I don't think there's been 
Fr Hello! Can you give us a brief history of Kova many similar bands in Finland... and that's a broad 
a - Totuus? Why was the band formed in the first place? awillspectrum, and perhaps just implies how diverse 


hardcore genre really is. Was this kind of approach 
* Eemeli: Kova Totuus had it's first band practice sometime @ilnatural or intentional? 
in late 2020 with the same lineup it is today. Me singing, - 
Jimmy on guitar for the first time and playing in a band for, Eemeli: I remember that in my mind Kova Totuus was 
the first time too, Jan playing bass and grampa Veke in the +#:supposed to sound like your average 80s NYHC band 
drums. We'd known each other with Jimmy since 2016...with a touch of Rollins era Black Flag so I'd say the 
4 and we'd grown closer just before putting the band ~— direction we went was half intentional, half just coming 
together. I'd been connecting with Jan since I got sober in § out sounding whatever it sounded like. I've grown to 
June 2020 because he was a straight edge skinhead g “dislike our first record a lot, feeling like it's still figuring 
listening to a lot of american hardcore and I'd been _‘2itself out a lot and not landing most of the ideas very well. 
getting into all that skinhead shit for a year or so then., _For the following record I think we captured those ideas 
a When I wanted to start the band Jan recruited Veke who I [better and built them up on a stronger foundation. I think 
first thought SUCKED but turned out not to be only an Prgyou can also hear that I listened to a LOT of Sheer Terror 5 
amazing drummer with a great taste and understanding in gt--when we were making that one. 
all music but a great friend too. 

immy: For me this band is a bastard child of Charles 


Veke: I still suck... Bronson (I take it this is not the actor, Ed.), Black Flag and 
Madball if that makes any sense. Those were the biggest 
What inspired you to start a band? influences for me when starting and still remain to this 


u day. 

} Eemeli: American hardcore. The summer I got sober Ii : 

worked as a bartender at night and I cleaned other bars in [§ So by combining all of those, it is naturally going to be 
the mornings. I was scrubbing piss and vomit off the ,f something unorthodox or standout, depending how you 
floors listening to Black Flag, Minor Threat, Negative ##want to look at it. 

Approach, Warzone... and thinking about listening to = 

them when I was behind the bar pouring beer. I'd been r~Jan: If it ain't chaotic as hell I don't want it. 

into punk since I was around 14 or 15 but I never got into 1. 
most of the USHC classics, I was more into Finnish punk, 
» punk rock n' roll overall and lots of noisy, grindy shit. 
Most of that didn't really resonate with me anymore 
growing up. 


ou write all your lyrics in Finnish. How did you 
settle on writing Finnish in the first place, or were 
there any other options to even begin with? 


Eemeli: I think I had my mind set on writing in Finnish 
from the beginning. It was very difficult but I feel I've 
otten better at it. What I've been writing recently is 
definitely my best so far and I'm anxious to get to work 
on the next release. 


Jimmy: Just riff music in general. In the beginning I just 
wanted to make something with a guitar and be in a band. 
The more fucked up the riff the better, and in the process 
«1 found my own approach to hardcore guitar playing. 
Before KT I was mainly listening to powerviolence after 
(finally) coming out of my black metal phase, but this 
band made me fall in love with the scene and harcore in 
general. Even though hardcore was not a new thing to me. 


hat has influenced you lyrically? Is it just the other 
hardcore lyrics, something from the literature and 
poetry, or are there any direct influences at all? 
Pd ca hat topics your lyrics generally deal with? 

e+ jis Jan: I remember talking to Eemeli about how most 


Hardcore bands from Turku suck. We wanted to change - "Eemeli: I don't read a lot, but I definitely pick up from 
= that. + whatever I'm listening to whether I want it or not. I write 
out of anger and frustration, most of the time I feel like 

Veke: I saw Jan’s “drummer wanted” ad in social media , my brain's wired incompatibly with reality and I'm just - 
and he mentioned all the right bands for my taste. I also —_ looking for a release. I write about the kinds of people I 
Jhad a hardcore sized hole in my schedule because my __ like or hate, mental struggles, substance abuse, strength, ‘,” 


believe in playing as good and as hard as you can. 
Sometimes you succeed in neither... 


pride, alienation... So personal stuff mostly. I try to never 
approach anything with a sense of defeat. 


Jan: Eemeli doesn't admit it but he's not able to read. Speaking of recordings, have you considered recording at 
least some of your shows and publishing some of them? 
I’m not going to put any ideas into your head, but Remu 
Aaltonen was obsessed with taping the Hurriganes* 
shows, every single one of them. He even went as far as 
fi, Your way to spit out your ts is certainly :@iforced everyone in the band to listen to the tapes 
¥i unortohodox within the Finnish hardcore scene. It . “immediately after their shows. 
:=-" could be said that it's even somewhat closer to hip =~ 
" , hop in terms of the amount of letters and choice of | {'Eemeli: | haven't given it much thought, and now that I 


Veikko: So THAT explains why we listen to all those 
audiobooks in the car when driving to gigs. 


~ words, and perhaps there's something similar with “jam it doesn't really interest me all that much. I do like it [ a 
sect. the style of Masa from Ydinperhe. Something from , when people film shows, I often look at videos of my ; =) -" i 
‘ the streets instead of a library perhaps, if you catch “friend's bands. But I'm talking one person sacrificing 4.” ieee 
a a my meaning. . themselves to capture it, the rest should ditch their es:%% i Be 
‘ tt oe phones and get bloody. Remu was cool but fuck I would 4° Yt. 
eo "Sie, © «~Eemeli: When I was 13 I discovered finnish rappers like strangle a bandmate with barbed wire for pulling shit like --,-. "+ “t= ) 
ae ie Steen1, Solonen, Jontti, Shaka, Petos, Avain... I lived in that. = 


——s * the countryside in a town with less than 4000 people so me ml 
<=". 4=%% = what I heard them rap about was very far away from my -- Jimmy: Actually now that you mention it, we just received "4 "44". =. 


wa" "4, reality and most of the time I wouldn't have a fucking sue er a live recording of our last gig in Vastavirta and I think we ~ Titye 
uxt what they were going on about but I could feel how “~did good on that. Somebody had filmed the whole gig mr 
- + serious and intense it was and all the wordplay had me ‘from one angle and the mixer recorder our set. So if the tal 
: fucking floored hahaha... It was so cool hearing that in ‘rest of the guys are on the same page, maybe we could Niet tae 
_your own language. So I would listen to Eastside Helsinki _ put it on Youtube or something. ete aed 
+ sr" ‘ gangster rap while cycling home past pigpens and fields, oa 
to geret*" 90 figure... an: Live music is live music. Taped shows are lame as 


hell. 
I remember hearing YDINPERHE for the first time and ° | 3 
going like FUCK this is it. I couldn't draw the line from _,.Veikko: We are not a Grateful Dead of hardcore. Even - 
USHC to Ydinperhe back then, I just remember being so jethough Grateful Dead rules! (Yeah. I’m old.) 
pissed there weren't more bands like them in Finland. # 
They were, are and always will be a huge influence on, “Here is a list of bands. I think I have heard 
Kova Totuus. "Ala tee mitd pitad” LP, ’Meistd ei tullut™ ‘something of them in your recordings and 
mitdan” EP and the self-titled EP are all records I've been * “performances in one way or the other, so you are 
= playing for a long time over and over again, as | will in the “- free to elaborate if I’m completely mislead. 
uture too. 
Eemeli: I hope someone else has something to say about 
So in conclusion... Yeah, clever wordplay with a side of these too... 
cynicism and street smarts are the weapons of choice. I 
= write in the same way that I joke and talk with my friends. [J Black Flag 
Pr Fuck artsy and vague bullshit lyrics. I'm not saying all that 
‘much with my lyrics, I just like being descriptive and I like [fj-Eemeli: Yeah nailed this one. Our latest record's final 
! putting words together so that they feel punchy and roll track outro is a straight up flag rip/my war b-side worship. 
of your tongue with a good mouth feel. rwMost of our songs have those atonal Greg Ginn licks in ¢-# 
Bahem too. I also emphatize with how Rollins looked at td ie 
rs Jimmy: I just want to add here that for me Eemeli is one, feand felt about performing. . 
om if not the the most talented writer in Finnish punk / = 
re am — harcore music. His lyricism and wordplay is really like 
ta from a Finnish, mid 2000s rap song and nobody else is 
doing it like him. So shout out to you big brother. And 
MZA ofc. 


immy: 100% 


an: Black Flag fucks. 


eikko: One of the very first hardcore bands I discovered i oe 
in my teens from skateboard films besides Minor Threat .. . Alas, 
and Misfits etc. and I still worship almost every album proce 
from every era. Except the latest one I haven't even heard oe ee 
yet. Overall 100% crucial stuff and all the BEST bands I : -;- a aKa 
“recordings than attending one of your shows. 4--listen from other genres as well have been influenced by "", + .. « 
Naturally this applies to most of the bands anyway, ‘Black Flag. Eternal salutes to all the Black Flag tattoo .a.-- = i 
but the conrast seems more potent in your case. ' punks and mid finger to all the trendy punks who can’t , a, 

j ‘, admit that they like Black Flag because Henry Rollins is in..." : 
i: _ Eemeli: We've never been a very "hard-working" band as « -every music documentary. (Spot on! Ed.) 


Which is the focal point of Kova Totuus’ existence? 
Recording or performing live? At least the way I see 
it, Kova Totuus is a terrific band, but it's a whole 
different experience to listen to your studio 


- 
‘i 


== some put it. We all have a lot of shit going on and bills to “ ir, we ie 
pay so we just play and record as good as we can |r:Circle One ey weet 
ah mil depending on the circumstance. Both our records were ae ae Pee tae 


done live except for vocals. I think I'm trying to build up =. “Eemeli: Never listened to them. 
, to saying that it depends on whether you catch us on a's"5 
ie or a bad day. I feel that the best we've been has 1s Jimmy: Yeah, same. " 
een playing live. rae 
ia Saint Vitus 
“When you play live, is it important to replicate - 
everything you have recorded in studio releases 1:1, "-Eemeli: I know the name but I never listened to them 
~ or do you permit yourselves to go with the flow? a ; " 


ar Eemeli: Well I guess I kind of answered this one in the “ - “bene Not Saint Vitus, but some doom/sludge stuff can! 
previous segment. I don't believe in going with the flow, 7 'be heard in our music for sure. sa 


we Jan: Don't listen to Sludge, listen to Judge 


# ago, but then my musical taste went in a whole different 
direction, but Saint Vitus remains! I saw them live at the § 
Roadburn festival with the original "Born Too Late” 
m lineup. I like all the classic albums from Reagers and 


influenced bands! 


Mayhem (NORGE) 


# Eemeli: I'm not sure it's an influence but Mayhem's great. 


Riihimaki. Lots of great black metal but not too many 
great people listening to it. Including me. 


oa 2 Jimmy: Yeah maybe ’Deathcrush” era of Mayhem in some J 


degree. "Deathcrush” is still one of the rawest and nast 
sounding records ever released, so that kind of stuff 
~ influences me at least. 


7 Jan: Black Metal sucks. 


m Veke: Black Metal rules and Mayhem rules! My life hasn't 
~" been the same after I heard ”De Mysteriis Dom Sathanas” 
2 in 1998. I enjoy every album from ”Deathcrush” to Ordo 

Ad Chao” but after that I fell off the wagon. We used to 


= ; the early 2000s. 


* What s it like being a hardcore band from Turku as 
“of 2023? Turku City Hardcore is perhaps more 
commonly related to ”the previous generation” of 


Stitches! To just a name a few, which are all but dead 


far hardcore bands from Turku even before them, Hate 
i Unit, The Stakeout and such bands being fine 
; examples, and even before them was Turun Tauti... 
Do you see yourselves as a part of this flow, or any | 
kind of Turku Hardcore scene. Is there a scene now 
‘as opposed to a few individuals interested in the | 
subject? 


4 Eemeli: I'm sick and tired of Turku. It's a city made up of 
students who come from Jyvaskyla who claim to be ¥ 
@ Turkulainen while trying to be from Helsinki. The city 3 
central and nearby areas is nothing but thrift shops and: 
artesan fusion buttfuck burgers or whatever, 20€ a piece. 
If you like to eat in stuffed up restaurants or think: 
drinking a coffee by the riverside is "culture" you'll fit in 
fine. I'd also say we have a good bet in at being the most 
corrupt city regarding zoning and construction politics. 
But hey, what the fuck do I know. 


For those few individuals here I have nothing but love 


hold down here but I'm still claiming A-town Hardcore, 
be it with a hint of bitter. 


Jimmy: I think we and Kovaa Rasvaa are the only active 
hardcore bands from Turku currently and I take pride in 
representing a city that is as old and culturally meaningful 
as this, with a band like them. 


Turku as a city is big enough to make you feel that you 
are not stuck in some incest driven redneck shithole = 
(shoutout Loimaa), but small enough where you can take 
a 15 minute walk somewhere and be surrounded by 
beautiful scenery or architecture. To me it's important to 
have that, and the people here are fine too. Sometimes a 
litte too hipster maybe, but I can live with that. If you 
wanna pay 20€ for a burger, go ahead, I will stick to my 
bread and eggs. Turku has it's own way of life and we do 
have good gig culture here currently. 


# Veke: I used to listen to a LOT of doom about 10 years § 


il just covered ”Deathcrush” a few weeks back inj 


=e play Mayhem covers in the beginning of my band days in a 


, Turku hardcore bands, Ill Omen, Alley Gods and Get _ 


fa, at the moment. There's also been a stream of. 


and respect, and I'd take them any day over a couple rs 
hundred hype kids. It might be a bit lonely of a front to - 


That being said, Eemeli is not wrong about Turku being a 
corrupted ass town. The city does make some really 
shitty money investments that only benefit the upper 
mgmiddie class, instead of doing anything culturally 
== Ssignificant or help anybody. But at least that is something 
Semto fight against 

ml guess? 


Wino eras. Perfect example of all those good Black Flag §f i 


an: Turku rocks, fuck you. Also shoutout Hate Unit. 


eke: Second to that even though I’m originally from 

mOulu. Turku has a long history with a serious and active 
hardcore scene where some of OG’s who used to play in 
all those mentioned bands still represent the Turku Style. 

syShout out to Markus Veijalainen, Koppis, Juuso and Vaista 
mcuys! 

If we expand the last question to encompass the 

lentire Finnish scene (and international, while we're 

at it), what would you answer? 


Eemeli: Well I can really only speak for Finland, and to be 
honest when we have it so good here why would I give a 
fuck about anything else? All my friends play in the 
dopest bands and mosh ignorant and hard. No gimmicks, 
no social points, nothing to gain. Just love for the music 
and the culture. Friendship, integrity and pride. Skinhead, 
wmstraight edge, vegan metal, oldhead, beatdown, I don't 
give a shit as long as you're going hard and all out and you 
 *know what you're going about. Some might call all that 
tcorny but I couldn't give a shit about that either, this is all 
*T dreamed about when I was a lonely fucked up kid and 
xcnow that I have it I'm not letting go. Respect to everyone 
who paved the way and to everyone keeping the course 
‘ytoday. 
.- 
* Veke: Finnish hardcore seems to be stronger than ever 
*£lwith youngbloods and all their bands. And I can only talk 
“about the HARDCORE scene here. True DIY spirit what 
comes to arranging gigs and releasing albums. Bands 
msupport each other, no scene dramas and talking shit so 
oe ‘far. No age discrimination to any direction and things get 
pevorted out if somebody doesn’t know how to behave, but 
4 still the overall atmosphere is relaxed and everybody 
“seems to enjoy their time. 


‘Do you have any last words? 
eens Love and respect to Dead at Birth, Health Issues, 
iGray State, Cold Hearted, Bolt Cross, Dome Runner, 
‘a Killing Frost, Foreseen, Cutdown, Blind Eye, Cleansing, 
*TCageless, Standard, Ecotage, Hate Unit, The Hostile Ones 
Mand True Grit. I also play in Forced Humility and Suffer In 
Fr=Truth if you wanna check them out. Everyone should 
A4listen to Sheer Terror, The Templars and Type O 
:Negative. Burden LP is the 2023 album of the year. SFFS. 
i ‘#Hardcore for hardcore. 


Bimmy: Shoutout mom, dad and Killing Frost. 


Jan: Laitappa sita Judgea..... 


,Veke: Remember to read books and listen to Mayhem. 
Thanks to all the bands we have played with and are 
Koing to play with in the future. 
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ou could say Morbific are poster boys of the new 


death metal generation; they are widely 
respected within the Finnish underground circles 
and not only by the most die-hard death metal 
aficionados. Their records are sold out almost faster 
than you could spell ”d-e-a-t-h-m-e-t-a-l”, also their 
name is on the cover of almost every fanzine that 
covers death metal. This zine makes no exception in 
that, so here's our offering. 


Hello! Can you shed us some ligt on the story of 
Morbific so far? Your band was formed in 2020 but 
you have already achieved quite much in a couple of 
years, including two Lps and a handful of other 
releases. 


Onni: Greetings! We used to have a mincecore project 
together, which we decided to abandon and during the 
pandemic we changed course and decided to start from 
scratch playing mega rotten metal of death. 


What's it like being a death metal band from Kitee, 
Pohjois-Karjala, the land of mysterious winds and 
Tuomas Roope Ankka aija” Holopainen? 


Onni: It's exxxxtremely kryptikkk. Being from such a 
small town where nobody is really intrested about the 
same stuff as us definetly created a sort of isolation that 
now, looking back, was definitely a source of creative 
power: no-one around to copy from or to influence and 
an abudance of free time definetly helped kickstart us. 
The physical realities of Kitee are also wonderful in this 
sense, vast forests, a small and compact town centre and 
the famous church of Kitee(.....tower of mystik forces 


ey atl Tt 


most likely did something to our psyches and made us 
end up like this. None of us longer live in Kitee but we 
hold a deep love and longing for our hometown and visit 


Looking back, how do you see the band has 
progressed? Is there something you'd like to do in 
some other way, given the chance? 


Onni: Personally I feel our progression as a band has been 
pretty natural and has for me personally coinsided with 
me becoming better at playing my own assigned 
instrument and being better able to fill my role in the 
band. Our new (unreleased) material also reflects this and 
is by far the tightest we have ever been as a band. Only 
thing I would change is the sound of our 2nd LP to be 
honest, NO REGRETS otherwise. 


You have always operated as a trio. What's good in 
playing as trio, or has there ever been a need for an 
additional guitarist? 


Olli: I think us being a trio helps with the songwriting 
process. It's easier to communicate your ideas when there 
aren't so many members in the band. Sure, there have 
been times when having a second guitarist would have 
helped. (Times when I was too drunk to play properly) 


Onni: I think the band wouldnt be the same nor would 
the rate at which we can conjure now material be this 
quick if we would introduce more members. We three 
know how to exactly communicate our ideas, have the 
same musical likes and dislikes, complement each others 
playing styles and have the same vision for this band as 


well as a high level of effort towards the project. Perhaps 
we will some day get a 2nd guitarist for gigs, would help 
avoiding certain (rare) alcoholic 
lifestyle... 


Which one do you consider more important, when i 


we stay in the death metal playground? Staying true 
to your roots, or the desire to make something new 
and unique? Or are those aspects of life you even 
consider to be ying and yang? 


Olli: I don't think we've given this much thought. 
Onni: We hail the old maniakss exxxtremely hard and 


appreciate their work obviously but there has to be room 
to experiment and tread new ground to avoid stagnation 


such as the whole slew of Incantation copykatttsss |] 
| bands are that well-received from the start. For an 


dubbed as "cavernous death metal". I actually like quite a 
few of those bands but it honestly got out of hand. I think | 
the contemporary OSDM-revival wave has a healthy | 
amount of bands that sound different to each other and 
even some more experimental ones. 


Your latest album ”Squirm Beyond the Mortal 
Realm” sounds original, in terms of sound. That's 
quite different from most of the death metal records 
released today. There's no direct 
Sunlight/Morrisound/younameit worship, and the 
overall sound is surprisingly gritty and dry and 
somewhat "Type O Negativeish” when it comes to 
pie Was that intentional or did it just become like 
that? 


Olli: I don't know, it just turned out that way. 


You have also released a live tape. How did that 
came up? 


» Onni: We had a gig in Joensuu and Ville from 
Axeslaughter decided to record it with a handheld 
recorder and gave us the audio. Hails to this maniak.... 


Do you see a function for a live release these days, be 
it a tape, CD or whatever format? As a limited 
edition tape your Joensuu tape must have been more 


of a fun thing to do than something else, but 


publishing a live album these days in any extreme 


ad : ‘ 


disasters...brutal J 


_ a 1 


metal genre by any band seems a rare occasion these 
days. 


Onni: Well if Ville hadn't recorded the show we probably 
would have never released a live tape. Dont know what 


; else to say....im stupid... 


Olli: The live tape was meant to be sort of a cool 
underground release type of thing. And just a fun thing to 
do I guess. 


_ Considering your albums have been released thru a 
| | respectable list of different labels (Me Saco un Ojo 


Records and Iron Corpse among them) and your 
" reception being warm in general. (at least from my 
point of view), did some “of it came surprising? I 
mean it's not a popularity contest, but not that many 


example the Galvanizer split tape sold out just in a 
| few moments. 


" Onni: Yeah we definetly had no fukkkeennnnn idea that 
> our antiks would get such a warm welcome! We started 
| this band purely out of enjoyment and apprrerkiation for 


the musikk and did not expekt this at all. We are happy 
and extremely grateful for all the support opportunities, 
especially the ones where we get to go get blackout drunk 


~ in another kountry for free!!! 


What do you think of the state of the current death 
metal, in Finland and abroad in general? 


Onni: Fukkin sikk! Theres a bunch great maniak death 
metal bands from all around the world but the torch of 


Sj the Finnish scene seems to burning brighter day by day 


especially with all the bands with yung blasterz even 
younger than us! In fakkt we just saw Azatoth and 
Disguised Malignance last night and they FUKKING 
RIPPED, the bars fire alarm even went off during 
Disguised Malignance!!!! 


If an axe-wielding maniac stops you in the streets 
and forces you to choose between American or 


Swedish death metal, which would you pick? There 


are no other options available (Mind you, you have a 
split release with Japanese Anatomia exists, but that 


doesn't count). 


SS 


Olli: American. 


7 Onni: American.....autopsy 

When it comes to the album/EP covers, there seems 
to be two worlds in the Morbific realm: on the one 
hand, there's this Dan Seagravish nightmare world 
with kanaviillokki and other school meal delicacy 
kind of color schemes, where death is always 
present. In the case of Eps and other non-album 
releases there's more down-to-earth approach with 
gore, zombies and other familiar death metal 
subjects. I reckon this is conscious? 


Onni: Well all of our LP covers have been painted by 
Chase Slaker (Mortiferum) so theres definitely a 
consistent style in that respekkkt. The smaller releases 
dont have a set style and are done by various different 
artistzz. 


Since you have churches present in your visual side 
of things, what is your favorite church, and why? 


Onni: The khurch of kitteee....krypptik temple of mystik 
worshipp..also Metal Church 


What other activities you do have aside from 
playing festering death metal? 


Onni: I study London Talk, try to lift weights sometimes 
and drink beer. 


How much do you love horror movies? Since you 
play death metal and love the undead, you must be 
horror freaks. How about Disney movies? 


Olli: I'm a big fan David Cronenberg. It's so fascinating 
what the human body can do! 


Is there anything else you'd like to say? I thank you 
for this interview! 


Olli: Thank you and cheers! 


Onni: Thanks for the interview, great questions! 


THM TI THE 
BROME TILE 


